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End of Life Issues   

“I am ready to meet my Maker.  Whether my Maker is prepared for 

the ordeal of meeting me is another matter.”   
             Winston Churchill 
 

Many of us live in a state of denial about death.  In a sermon in June, I shared 

some of my thoughts on death, as we had just said goodbye to Rosemma 

and Woody.  Despite all the evidence to the contrary, somehow we just can’t 

quite believe that we will ever die.  As William Willimon, the Bishop of the 

United Methodist Church, said in a recent book on the subject, “Whatever we 

may think about God, we are convinced that there is no way people as 

nice as us will ever die!”   
 

We may worry about the deaths of those we love or what they would do if we 

were gone, but most of us don’t think about our own death. Death is a 

mystery that is so overwhelming, we just don’t want to talk or think about it.  In 

that sermon I suggested that scripture teaches us that preparation for death is 

essential in order to deal with the fear that we carry – it is a fear not unlike the 

fear that comes when we know we not being prepared for our final exam. 
 

So what is involved in that preparation?  There are arrangements for the 

disposal or donation of the body, plans for a service, obituary, etc.  But we 

allow our fear (and remember fear goes by many other names) to talk us out 

of taking the time to prepare.  As someone who has experienced death with 

families whose loved one had prepared or those who had not, the preparation 

can be a final gift to those left behind. 
 

Over the summer, some of you have talked with me about these issues, one 

of you (someone who just retired!) even brought in a plan for her service.  So 

your Session has begun to plan several opportunities to learn about end of 

life issues and to assist you in making appropriate plans.  Some will be of 

interest to you, others will not – but I hope that all of you - no matter how 

young – will consider the offerings and will at least make a plan for your own 

memorial service.   
 

In this newsletter you will find a list of issues to consider and possible 

workshops. Those will be posted in the Narthex so you can indicate which 

topics are of most interest to you.  
 

Most of us (including me!) may have done some, but not all of this meaningful 

and vital work.  So let’s be the exception, let’s be people who provide our 

dear ones with a roadmap for when the inevitable happens. 
 

        Peace, Anne 

Important Dates 
 

Sept 1 

Choral & Bell Choirs 

resume rehearsals 
 

Sept 5 

11:00 AM 

Communion 

Sunday 
 

6:00 - 6:30 PM 

A Service of  

Silence  
 

Sept 14 

NOTE CHANGE OF 

DATE 

Session Dinner 6:00 

Session Meeting 6:30 

 

Sept 18 

PW Luncheon 

 11:30am 

Guest Speaker:   

Ellen Dozier 

 

Sept 26-Oct 2 

Room In The Inn 

 

Phone: 828-274-0191 3070 Sweeten Creek Rd, Asheville NC 28803 

Pig Pickin’ & 

Blue Grass 

coming soon. 

Date & 

Time TBA 

Email: office@newhopepcusa.org 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/i_am_ready_to_meet_my_maker-whether_my_maker_is/9539.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/i_am_ready_to_meet_my_maker-whether_my_maker_is/9539.html


 

 

New Hope uses the butterfly as a symbol of 

new life and hope.  The Evangelism Minis-

try Team, along with Doris Goewey and 

Jean Magaw, made a fluttering of butterfly 

magnets and bookmarks that were given to 

people visiting our yard sale. 
 

Since Fall is the time for butterfly 

migration, Evangelism Team wants you to 

help our butterflies "migrate."  During 

Sept. and Oct. our butterflies will be in the 

narthex.  Choose one or two to take to 

friends, family, co-workers, neighbors who 

do not have a church home.   Each butterfly 

"migrates" with a prayer for those who re-

ceive it. 
 

 Thank you,  

 

Movie Group  
September 11, 2010 at 7:00pm.   

A Discussion of the film, The Last Station 

at the home of  Marie and Heinz Henken. 
 

Highland Farms, 23 Wagon Trail 

Black Mountain, NC 28711 

Presbyterian Women 

will have their Fall Kick 

Off Meeting on Septem-

ber 18th.  We will wel-

come Ellen Dozier to 

New Hope as our fea-

tured speaker.  As many 

of you know, Ellen was 

the first pastor of New 

Hope, and it always seems like homecoming 

when she comes back for any reason. 
 

Details for the luncheon and program and a 

sign-up are in the Narthex and in the bulletin. 

Save the date! 
 

When September 

arrives, it ushers in a 

new year for PW.   

Alpha 1 and 2, and the 

Spirituality Group will 

be taking a "Journey 

through Revelations" 

with author, Dr. Barbara 

Rossings.   
 

Serving Sisters will meet and plan for their 

projects for the year.   
 

Come join us, be part of our caring commu-

nity of women and be nurtured through 

prayer and Bible study. 
 

Angela Lepro, 

Moderator  

Financial Report for Operating Fund for July  
Total Operating Income:  86,694   (1,108) 

 (includes $5800 from yard sale) 

Total Operating Expense: 80,303 

Total Pledges to date:  72,585   (3,541) 

Hand bell and Choral Choir 

Rehearsals resume  

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1. 

New Members are Welcome. 

Please see Scott Camp or just come at 7 PM 



TAI CHI CLASSES are offered each 

Monday from 5:30-6:30; and a 

somewhat seasoned class meets each Sat-

urday from 9-10 AM.  These classes are 

open to everyone, not just members or at-

tendees of the church, so feel free to bring a 

friend. 

The “Lifetime” Members of the Volunteer Organization are part of an exclusive club which few attain.  

To join the ranks of this group, one must contribute 10,000 hours of vol-

unteer service to Mission Hospital.  Ann Higgins crossed the threshold 

earlier this year.  
 

Ann came to Mission in February of 1988, and has served in several 

roles including the Information Desk and AM Admit.  She currently 

serves as an Associate Chaplain with the Pastoral Care Dept. and in the 

Heart Tower Waiting Room.   Ann says, “I’m supposed to be a volunteer 

to the Heart Wing Waiting Room and an Associate Chaplin where I can 

interact with the public and patients and try, if possible, to bring a smile 

to their faces.” 
 

Ann certainly brings a smile to our faces when we think of her quick wit, 

dedicated service and her love for others.  Congratulations, Ann!!! 

Ashley and James Maveety are expecting Susan and Jays Maveetyõs first grand-

child in February. 

 

Amy Strahm, daughter of Winnie and Dean Strahm, is engaged to be  married to 

òher Irishmanó sometime next summer.  

 

Barbra and Frank Reynolds celebrated  

their 57th Wedding Anniversary in August. 

 

Ethel and Ray LeStrange made a donation to New Hope 

 in celebration of their 60th Wedding Anniversary on September 2.   

Their children and grandchildren were here in August as part of that celebration. 

 

Katy Ireland and Lydia Manning have begun their freshman years at Montreat 

College and UNC Wilmington, respectively.  

 

Melissa Vandermark has returned to Florida to be near her daughter and son and to 

accept a new job. 

Photo & article from Mission 

Hospital’s Newsletter 

Katy Ireland 

Montreat College 

Box 124 

P.O. Box 1209 

Montreat, NC 28757 

669-8012 x 4211 (Dorm, no machine) 

Becca Ireland has restored 

her maiden name and here 

after will be known as 

Becca Weeks. 



As mentioned in the lead article, here is a list of possible topics that will covered in workshops and ser-

mons on the topic of Envisioning and Planning for Your Own Good Death: 
 

What are you core theological beliefs? - try writing them down. 

What do you want to accomplish before you die? 

What do you need to let go?  (Fears, possessions, attachments, resentments, etc.) 

What do you want your loved ones to know? 

If you are ill, how would you want to be supported before death? 

What does a “good death” mean to you? 

What do you want included in your funeral or memorial service? music, hymns, scripture, poetry, etc. 

What do you want your obituary to say? - try writing one 

What legal and financial arrangements do you need to make? 

How and where do you want the disposal of your body to be handled? 

Information about cremation, funeral home services and costs, burial options and costs. 
 

There will be a sheet in the friendship pad for you to check your interests and add any others or you may 

email the church office with that information. 

Congregational Joys & Concerns 

Joys: James & Ashley Maveety are expecting Jay and Susanõs first grandchild in February.  Amy 

Strahm is engaged to her Irish man; a summer wedding is being planned. 

 

Concerns: All those suffering from natural disasters and loss of income, particularly in Haiti , Paki-

stan and the oil disaster in the Gulf; those traveling in and outside the US;  will have 

abdominal surgery on Wednesday; Bill Fesperman is at Care Partners recovering from hip 

surgery; Rodney Crossman will have surgery at Mission on Sept. 1; Blanch Carper  is in Skilled 

Care at Givens in Room 302-2; Debbie &  Bayne McMillan ; Bayne is back home, but quarantined 

after his second round of chemo;  Al &  Johnnie Zorn ; Tyler Filka ; Margot &  Bernard Colemanõs 

grandson, Evan. 

 

Those receiving and given care: Lillian Cartledge by Anne &  David ; Patricia Crouse for her 

daughter, Rebecca; Doris Goewey by her daughter, Suzanna; Judy &  Richard Green for Richard's 

parents; Nancy Henderson for her father; Becky Ledbetter  for her parents; Ethel LeStrange for 

her husband, Ray; Mary Jo Limbird for her mother, Jo; Scott Murison for his mother, Pat; Kim 

Presley for her grandmother, Monelle Lawing;  Everett Smith by Pam; Bud Weeks for his 

mother, Mary Jane; Maria Young by Lynn, Jessica, Tracey. 

Envisioning and Planning for Your Own Good 

Report from the Congregational Meeting - At the meeting on August 29, the following 

motions were approved: 

The by-laws for the number of elders on the Session were changed from 12 to 7-9 for any given year. 

David Presley was elected our youth elder from Jan., 2010 to June, 2012. 

Mary Jane Boyd and Becca Weeks were elected to class of 2013. 



The Summer Education Event was a 

great success! 
 

Over 30 people attended the Ice Cream 

Social Kick-Off, which included homemade ice 

cream, sundaes and sing-a-longs with Scott 

Camp on piano and Patsy Brison on hand-

drums.   
 

The following three evenings brought 

together between 12 and 20 attendees each 

night sharing dinner and taking part in learning 

and discussing the Prophet Isaiah with leader, 

David Morgan. 
 

Thanks to all who attended and brought yummy 

food to share and helped set up & clean up, 

teach! 

Jessica Young, CE Ministry 

Fall Church School Schedule 
 

Sunday morning classes 

will begin 

Sept. 12 at 9:30 am.   
 

This fall’s course is not 

 about the famous trio, 

 but it is about Peter, 

 Paul, and Mary . . . 

Magdalene.  The class will be team taught 

by Jean Magaw, Anne 

Morgan, and Bambi 

Teague.  
 

The class will run about 

10 weeks with a couple 

of alternative topics dur-

ing that time. 
 

The team will be using 

the book Peter, Paul, and Mary Magdalene, 

by Bart Ehrman, along with other resources.  

If you would like a copy, it is available at Ac-

cent on Books or Amazon.com. 
 

Please Join Us!! 

Volunteers Needed for 

Room in the Inn 
 

Sept. 26 - Oct. 2, 2010 
 

Room in the Inn is a local interfaith effort to 

provide shelter for 7-12 women who would 

otherwise spend the night on the streets.  A-

Hope Center, which is on Ann Street,  will do 

the screening of potential guests. New Hope 

has committed to providing transportation to 

and from the church, food and shelter for these 

women for the week of Sept. 26, 2010- Oct. 2, 

2010.  Please sign up to volunteer in the 

Narthex. 



Serving 

This Month 
September 5 September 12 September 19 September 26 

Ushers 
Helen Cable 

Terry Randolph 

Doug & 

Martha Baird 

Doug & 

Martha Baird 

Doug & 

Martha Baird 

Greeters Mary Jane Boyd Robin Bradley Helen Cable 
Alma & Ken  

Chatfield 

Nursery Judy Green Bambi Teague Jessica Young Tracy Young 

New Hope Presbyterian Church 

3070 Sweeten Creed Road 

Asheville, NC 28803 

September, 2010 

2  Debbie Aiton 
  Angela Lepro 
3    Elizabeth Presley 
4    Blanche Carper 
6  Tommy Arnold 
11  Linda Lewis 
  Katy Ireland 
12   Joyce Bain 
13   Logan Parker 

September  Birthdays  

20  Everett Smith 
 Dan Manning 
22  Lynn Young 
   Robin Bradley 
 23  Joe Clark 
   Marriette Van der Sluijs 
 26  Brenda Crossman 
   Jennie Vaughn 


