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Listening To Winter
by Macrina Wiederkehr

The trees have shed their colorful
autumn robes.

Winter is raging through the dark,
empty branches and I am listening.

I am listening to the roar and to
the quiet of winter.

I am listening to a beauty that
remains unseen.

I am listening.

I am listening to the seed hidden
in the earth.

I am listening to the dark swallowing
up the light.

I am listening to faith rising out
of doubt.

I am listening to the need to
believe without seeing.

I am listening.

I am listening to the season of
contemplation,

to the urgency of the world’s need
for reflection.

I am listening to all that waits
within the earth,
to bulbs and seeds,
to deep roots dreaming.

I am listening to the sacred, winter
rest.

I am listening.

I am listening to long nights,
comforting darkness,
fruitful darkness,
beautiful darkness.

I am listening to the darkness of
the winter season.

I am listening to the sparks of
hope within the darkness.

I am listening.
I am listening to storms raging

out my window,
to storms raging in my heart.

I am listening to all that makes me
pull my cloak a little tighter.

I am listening to trust buried deep
in the ground of my being.

I am listening.

I am listening to the kind permission
of the season
to rest more often,
to reflect more deeply,
to pray without words.
I am listening to the sacrament of
non-doing.

I am listening.

I am listening to my dreams and
inner visions,

to the unknown wrapped in the
mystery of my life,

to tears trapped in underground
streams of my being,

to seeds watered daily by those

tears.

I am listening.

I am listening to the quiet life in
winter’'s womb.

I am listening to winter, nurturing
spring.

I am listening to brilliant winter
sunsets and lovely frosty morn-

ings.

I am listening to snowflakes flying
through the air,

to the cold winds that often blow out
there,

to bare trees, so lovely in their
emptiness,

to one leaf that never did let go.

I am listening.
I am listening to winter handing

over spring.
I am listening to the poetry of winter.

I am listening.

Lectio verse: Psalm 62:1a
For God alone my soul waits in silence.

Important
Dates

New Year’s Eve

Service of
Silence &
Reflection
9 -9:50 PM
January 1
1st Sunday in
Christmas
Communion

January 8
Education
Classes Resume

Celebration
of Epiphany
Merri

Alexander
returns

Reaffirmation
of Baptism

Guatemala
Update:
Kim Sluder &
Sarah Maveety

January 12
Volunteer at
Manna
January 15
Guest Minister

January 28
WNC Presbytery
Meeting
Belmont, NC

January 29
Steadfast House
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Outreach Minist

A Christmas greeting from Cesar Taracena Chairperson of the Partnership Committee
of Sur Occidente Presbytery to the partner churches in Western North Carolina:

“Grace and Peace to all in North Carolina. I hope that you are enjoying the blessings that
God has given to all of us, and I wish for you a Merry Christmas and blessings in the New
Year of 2012.”

Dear New H’O’PC:

You are such a blessing to our chil- New Hope is pleased to welcome an

Al Anon group to weekly meetings at
our church. They will be meeting Thursdays from
much for all that you do for them. The | 16:00 to 7:00 pm in the Library and are deeply
gift cards and presents are wonderful. | | grateful for use of our building.

dren each year. Thank you so very

We caw really feel how you care.

And Ann (Legarde) “organizer
extraordinaire” - we really appreciate _ New Hope.paris.hioners have
all o{gow nard workel been .exc'eptlonally generous this holiday seas'on,

Thawk You! &2 cc?ntrlbutmg nearly $1,400.00 to our Alternative

&‘ z Gifts fund as of December 23. Thank you.
pam Pauly, B ,,' Special Thanks to Ann Legarde and Susan
Soctal Worker iR Maveety and Outreach Ministry for their care and
Asheville High e work in encouraging these and other opportunities
S, to give.

+ Sign up to help box food at the

Manna Food Bank on January 12.

¢+ Prepare an evening meal for the women and
children at Steadfast House on January 29.

New Hope Presbyterian Church Operating Fund Pledge 2012
Have you made your e

Grateful for God’s love in Jesus Christ, | (we) make the following
pledge for 20127 financial stewardship commitment to support the mission of the
church through our congregation, Presbytery, Synod and General

Assembly.
| (we) pledge $ to New Hope’s Operating Fund for 2012.
To be paid: $ per week; $ per month;
or$ per quarter;
$ each month as a bank draft.

Signature




Christian Education

Young Children in Worship is a special worship ex- Whole
) - . : ] Class Peobnle
v perience for children ages 4-6 who will leave immedi- G“'d
for 4- Q

ately following Children’s Time in worship each Sun-

Q@ day except for Communion Sunday. Through the use 6 vear M‘&
'W’ of story, silence, prayer, and a simple "meal,” children @[3

begin to learn the concepts so important to understanding wor- I

ship. We want to continue offering this special time to our chil-
dren, but we need a few more volunteers. Can you help?

resumes
Sunday, January 8

Education Hour for Adults Education
Resumes January 8 at 9:30 am. LEADERSHIP: Merri Alexander
CLASS: 6 week class on The Confession of 1967

Why was it written? Does it have guidance for us today?

WRITING SEMINARuesdays, 10 Noon (March 27 May 4) Jim Chathanwill lead a
personal story writing seminar here at New Hope beginning in March. The purpose is to motiva
participants to reach deep into their memories and write the best stories they fiirek fee for the
seminar is a $10 to $100 contribution to Habitat, Manna, the New Hope Discretionary Fund, or
some other human help agency.

Worahip Corner

Tk “" 1“ / On JANUARY 8, DUIRING WORSHIP, Kim Sluder & Sarah Maveety will be
S 2 -~* sharing their experiences and impressions from their 10 day trip to Guatemala.

f 5 - We are very interested to see about the launch of our scholarship program with
#. the children in our partner church.

J‘?\ \cﬁk Our newfound nursery worker, Stewart Montgomery, will be leaving us from
January until June to work at the National Headquarters of the Girl Guides in London.
This is a very exciting opportunity for her and we wish her well. If you have any
suggestions for this position, please let Worship Ministry know.

Carol Parker, and Angela and Myron Lepro have been spotted in

the nursery plotting some colorful new wall decorations that will delight
children. Thank you for all your caring work.

Ushers, Greeters and Nursery Helpers

Serving On Jan. 1 Jan. 8 Jan. 15 Jan. 22 Jan. 29
Ushers Sandy & Bud Weeks | Sandy & Bud Weeks Sandy & Bud Weeks | Sandy & Bud Weeks | Sandy & Bud Weeks
Greeters Candie Parker Linda & Herschel Lewis Jessica Young Mary Jane Boyd | Sandy & Bud Weeks
Nursery Mary Jo Limbird Abby Bates Ann Bolton Mary Jane Boyd Laura Brown




ool \[ei={\[J Concerns: Bill Fesperman is recovering from a stroke. On Friday he left

Congregational Life

Care Partners to continue recovery at home; Susanna Euston and her
family in the death of her mother, Doris Goewey; Anne & David Morgan & their family
in the death of Anne’s mother, Lillian Cartledge; Bambi Teague; Joe Clark is receiving
chemotherapy for a reoccurring lymphoma; Charlie Thompson back in the hospital at
Duke; Sandy Weeks recovering from rotator cuff surgery; Ann Higgins; Thom & Catty
Gaines; Ken Chatfield; Debbie McMillan; Mazie Burkett; Margot Coleman’s family,
especially grandson, Evan; Richard & Judy Green and all those caring for aging parents.

Katy Weeks will be part of the ISAS (International Summit Adventure
Semester) through Montreat College, Jan 8 - May 5. Her time will be
spent in California and Ecuador and includes living with an Ecuadorian family, teaching Eng-
lish at an orphanage and working in the Boys and Girls Club at Bass Lake. She will also do
course work and expeditions in the Andes, as well as Yosemite. We will commission her on
Jan. 1. David Presley has received admission and a significant merit scholarship to attend

Presbyterian College. Helen Cable’s son-in-law, Dennis, is recovering in Atlanta from a
liver transplant on Dec. 29.
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EA Joyful Noise: Thank you to Scott Camp and his Jazzy Holiday Trio (Scott on piano,
% Patsy Brison and Lynn Young on percussion) for providing wonderful accompaniment to
= Singing following the Progressive Dinner on December 9. A well fed and spirited congrega- |
% tion sang with gusto. Krystyn Arnold delighted everyone with a musical snapshot of
% what might happen the 12 days AFTER Christmas if one’s true love weren’t as true as they

:E expected. Could the Jazzy Trio be persuaded to play again during the coming year?
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Witness to the
Resurrection
Doris Bell Goewey

Thank You to Angela Lepro,
and the Worship Ministry:
Diane Clinton, Carol Parker,

Johnnie Zorn, Jean Magaw, 1923- 2011
Mary Jo Limbird, Robin Wis- A Celebration of hel
ard, and Margot Coleman for Life was on

creating a sense of wonder , j Saturday, December 17,

for worship during Advent and Chrlstmas in the sanctu- A Second service will be held op
ary and the Narthex. (Margot coordinated the poinsettias and Saturday, December 31 in Austin,
kept them fresh and watered.) X

Please submit articles from your Ministry Groups Memorials for Doris may be
and other communications to the church office made to New Hope Presbyterian

each by the 15th of each month for the Newslet- Or] INa“O”al Alliance on Mental
ter. Thank you very much. liness: NAMEWNG, PO Box

8046, Asheuille, 288 14.




Jim Chatham to offer Course on Fealms: Feb. &—March 14

Faalms — the Foetry of the Human Struggle

Have you ever experienced the reading of a Psalm as a personal message,
expressing in beautiful language your own hope, confusion, pain or sad-
ness? If so, you are not alone. For centuries The Psalms have been walk-
ing with people through life. They speak in our voice. They do not gloss
over reality or settle for glib answers. They allow us to face human experi-
ence directly, in its full ambiguity. The Psalms carry us toward a theology
big enough to befit the Holy One, the God who reigns.

This six week course, designed for laypeople, will sketch the picture of the Psalms in the hu-
man struggle. We will focus on Psalm groupings: the message proclaimed by Psalms 22 &
23 when viewed side-by-side, or by Psalms 89, 90, & 91, or 136, 137, & 138. The results
for interpretation are astounding!

DATES: Wednesday mornings, February 8, 15, 22, 29, March 7 & 14

TIME: 10:00 to 11:30 a.m.

PLACE: New Hope Presbyterian Church, 3070 Sweeten Creek Road, Asheville

LEADER: Jim Chatham, Presbyterian pastor. For 28 years Jim Chatham led a yearly 10-week lay
Bible course at Louisville Presbyterian Seminary.

TUITION: Contribute between $10 and $100 (according to your means) to Habitat for Humanity,
Manna Food Bank, the New Hope Church human help fund, or another human help organization.

TO ENROLL: email jamesochatham@gmail.com or phone at 828 274-1156, or call the New Hope
Church office, 828 274-0191.

New Hope Presbyterian Church
3070 Sweeten Creek Road
Asheville, NC 28803

January 2012
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